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' These camps were located at:
Komgomolek, on the River Amuxr
Magudan, ¢cn the bay cf NogaZasvo, Sea of Okhotak
Chita
Irkutsk
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i 3. In Ped 1952, three hundred Us -"isoners of war were transported by rail
from Chita to Molotov (in Soviet itussia, east of the Ural Mountains), At Chita,

f in Eastern Siberia, the prisoners were sorted out,

i 4o The prisoners were dressed in cotton mattresss-cover 6loth of the Soviet type.

i : They wore no insignia. They traveled on a truin of nine cars under strict XVD

“ . (Ministry Intermal Affairs) guard. they made « long halt at the prison of the

‘ ¢ity of Gubakha and were not sent on to the prison at Molotov until 5 Apr 52.

In Har 13952 there were reports of other loads of priscners bging transported.
These men spoke English among themselves. They wera shipped, in groups of about
fifvy, every fifiven days, though it i= not known how long this continued,

i
| 5, About this ssme time,|
[a group ¢f prisoners were being sent to Komi Permiak, in

I L
the northwestern part of Siberia, Their eventual destinations were Molotov, Gubakha

(northwest of Molotcv), Kudymkar 1130 northwest of Molotov), end Chermoz (on the
Kama River, north of Molotov), (b)(g) NatSecAct

6. Still another renort, dated Aprige, reported the presence of s isoners.,
These were probably Us ffigers. At Molotov this group or prisoners of war

| was designated, "American stail group.™ ‘They were placed in an MVD building and
: complately isolated from the rest of the world,

i 7. The camps of Gubaukha, Kudymlar .d Chermoz wiere als50 isolated and were under gontrol

j of the MYD. The political cuntrol was in charge of a man named BEdovin, of the

‘ - Communist Party organization at Komi-Permiak. The three camps wers under direction

‘ of a well=known Soviet officer, under the name o Kalypin, rank unknown, (b)(3) NatSecAct

8. In another camp, near the railroad station of Gubakha, called Zapretohdelanki,

‘ there ware 150 D8 . ~risoners. (  |has probably mixed up an "Entrance
Forbidden” sign with the name of the camp. Russian is mixed, but_certainly
(b)(3) NatSecAct

_g %zapreshchat" means "to forbid.*)

i : 'i'heae prisoners were rept under constant sucvelllanse by Soviet agents, who knew
English nerfectly., 7The .'ovist authorities triec their best to build up a 1list of US

| isomers 0 ¥erc not completely hosiile to loviet ideology or who were at least
: not invcterate foes of it. 4+ TUS priscnsrs talked & good deal, In this way, the

|
Soviet agents were able 0 PiCK VUL LAUL. i .cu muv wmapise wv madddily bU RGLLVIBWG
! their situation by taking an interest in courses of political instruetion.

10 . Every two or three days, an MVD officer ealled away onc or two prasoners (the
Soviet first choices for such instruction)., These prisoners never came back to

the camp.

Some prisoners vere sent tu the forced labour camps and used in the construction of
A rallway line. This camp was called Gaysk. These priscners wore padded tunics
of the Russian style and pantaloons. Thcy wWore a eivilian headdress called "sibirki".

Conditions were primitive., Sickness and death rates werae high.
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According to information covering the period Aug to Dec 1952, three hundred
m ¥

*isoners were transported to the camps mentioned above. The total

number of prisorars brought in the same direction reached six thousand.

According to information received | | the following
facts may be regarded as established: (b)(3) NatSecAct

d.

Priscners were tuken by rail from the station of Poset (on the Chinese-
Soviet boundary) over the line of the East Siberian Rallway. ‘Thsy were
taken to the eastern Urals.

Prisoners were alsc taken by boat from the ports of ta, Okhotsk, and
Magadan. They then went by rail or truek to Vaikare /(en the Sea of
Chukost ) to Ust Maisk (on the Aldan River) snd t. Yakutsk '‘on tae sena
aiv.r.)

Transportation of prisoncrs to Vaikarem, or Vnkairu,ﬁiﬂ was followed by their
dist~ibution to 2 network of camps in thoe region of Nizhni Xolymsk, on tae

East Siberian sea. ‘These asmns ware run by the MYD, under the command of an
officer of unknown rank, named Sorochuk (probably an MVD major) and &

ocivilian official namod Chimbo,

At the highest possible estimate, there were no more than 12,000 of these

prisorers. By Apr 1952, three hundred waere dead and 400 had besen taken to
barrasks, gravely ill.
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COUNTRY USSR (Tyumen Oblast) REPORT
SUBJECT Soviet Concentration Camps DATE DISTR. 23 April 1954
in the Vorkuta Area (b)(3) CIAAct
NO. OF PAGES 3
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct
THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE. (b)(1)
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. (b)(3) NatSecAct
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) '
1, The commander of the concentration camp complex in the Vorkuta (N 66-22, E 70-08)
area is an MVD officer, Major General Derevyankin. . The political officer at
Camp No. 1l iz Senfor Lisutenant Kech. The following are among the camp personnel
at Camp No. 2:
Major Malikov, Camp Commander
Major Dikhtyaryov, Assistant Camp Commander
Captain Makhalov, Supply Officer -
Captain Pokhomov; MVD Representative (Upolnomochennyy MVD)
Senior Lieutenant Prokhorov, MVD Representative
(b)(1) Senior Lieutenant Kealikin, Administrative Officer
(b)(3) NatSecAct Sergeant Major Mishinko, Assistant to the MVD' Rapresentatives
Sergeant Major Kirilova (female), Head of the Medical Unit.-
s
Apparently, single guard units were responsible for guarding more than-
one camp, since many camps were lécated within a few kilometers of each other.
'3, The city of Vorkute: has & population of approximately 60,000 people. Vorkuta has
.numerous new cultural buildings. The city is ringed with concentration camps,
o the prisoners being employed principally in coal mines. There are, however, also
wi ) 'other en'berprisaa such as brickyards, sawmills, and & cement factory, which alao -

employ prisoners'of the area, The camp numbers | | ranged from 1 to

60, | camp N6dT L, 2, 3, 5.9 14,29, 30, ., é
55, and €03 possibly some of these camps are in an ares other(D)(1) the Vorkuta "«

1
3) NatSecActa. (Ses sketch of the Vorkuta camp area on page 3.) (b)(3) NatSecAct

Lo GCamp No, 2 is located approximately 20 kilometers north of Vorkuta on a gingle—
tiack railroad line. The camp is for political prisoners only. In December 1953
there were 2,700 prisoners at this camp. This camp operated one mine shaft, No. 7.
The priaonera worked in the mine 12 hours a day, although the official work-day
was nine houras. OCrude mining methods were employed.
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5. The following nationalities were represented among the prisoners at Camp No. 23
Western Ukrainians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Estonians, Russians, Germans (includ-
_ing;lglgg](}erma:ns)9 Moldavians, Chechens, Georgians, Armenians, | Komi, |
| Hungarians, Poles, Japamese, and Chinese. Of the Germans, 120 were frum
“Géfﬁﬁﬂ?*éﬁ opposed to the Volga Germans. Ten of the 120 Germans were repatriated
| | There were approximately 100 Russians in the camp. K The Western
(b)(1) Ukrainians and the Lithuanians were by far the largest two nation(P)(1)oups at this
(b)(3) NatSecActP» There were no Koreans at this camp. (b)(3) NatSecAct

6. There were among the prisoners at Camp No. 2 many who had been sentenced for
collaboration with or service in the German Army during World War II. There
were, however, no Vlassovites at this camp. Except for the Western Ukrainians,
who were called 2apadniki (Westerners) in camp, the various Soviet nationalities
got along well together. There was, however, some discrimination against the
Germans by the Soviet nationalities, particularly. from former collaborators
who claimed that the Germans had let them down. The Western Ukrainians were
clannish and nasty to all other nationalities. There were a great number of
informers among the Western Ukrainians.

7. From the beginning of 1952, the prisoners began to receive pay for thelr work
: ~and their rations were improved. Until August 1953, they received 100 rubles
per month in cash and another 100 rubles were credited to their account. This
money could be spent in the camp canteen. After August 1953, as the result of
a strike (covered below) the prisoners' pay was raised to 150 rubles per month
in cash and an equal amount was credited to their account.

8. The daily food ration at this camp for the prisoners was as follows:

200 grams of oat meal,

650 grams of soup,

23 grams of meat,

27 grams of sugar,

800 grams of bread,

50 grams of white rolls, and
20 to 25 grams of fat.

The above ration was know as the "northern ration" (severnyy payok) and was

much larger than the rations in concentration camps farther EE'%he south. It was
alego more substantial than the average daily food consumed on many kolkhozy. Persons
who refiised to work had their daily ration reduced to 350 grams of bread and soup.

9. Motion pictures were occasionally shown to the prisoners. The frequency with which
movies were shown dependsd upon the prisoners! achievement of production norms.
There were lcudspsakers in all barracks buildings. Newspapers and books were
also available to the prisoners.

10, The guard personnel wore red shoulder boards with blue piping. Some troops with
dark blue shoulder boards occasionally appeared for special checks. The interior
guard consisted of middle-aged guerds who were friendly to the prisoners. The
exterior guard personnel were much younger and unpleasant.

11. There were 5,000 prisoners at Camp No. 1lhi. One of the prisoners was an old Trotsky-
ite who had been a prisoner since 1932. This camp contained a power plant. All
particulars on this camp such as food rations, pay, attitude of Western Ukrainians,
recreational facili*ies, etc., are similar to those at Camp No. 2.

12, There was no sign of organized anti-Soviet activity in the prison camp. On the
basls of observations made at Camp No., 2 it is clear that prisoners were afraid to
discuss politics because of the existence of informers among the prisoners. There
were probably groups of friends among the prisoners who trusted each other and per-
haps discussed pelitical subjects. There were two young Russian prisoners in Camp
No, 2 who had been sentenced to 25 years!' imprisonment. for distributing anti-Soviet
leaflets in Moscow. It is not known whether these men belonged to any organization
and what sort of leaflets they had distributed.

\
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13, Stalin's death did not bring about any improvements in the prison camps, judging
from observations in Camp No. 2. Actually,the guards became worse. Improvements
had been introduced a year earlier. Judging from extremely limited political
conversations, nothing good was expected from Malenkov by the prisoners. The
post-Stalin amnesty affected prisoners with five-year terms only, but it did
include political prisoners in thls category. In general, prisoners who were
released had to remain in the Vorkuta area, but some released prisoners with
families were sent to free exlle settlements in Siberia and Central Asia. The
prisoners learned of the 17 June riots in East Germany through Soviet newspapers
and loudspeakers in July. Some of the prisoners expected immediate war and
thought that arms would be dropped to them by the Americans.

1. A= a result of Beriya's arrest a general strike by the prisoners in the Vorkuta
area took place, lasting from 22 July to 1 August 1953. Camps No. 2, 3, 1, 29,
30, and possibly others were involved in the strike. The strikers insisted that,
since Beriya had been denounced as a traitor and a foreign agent., they were
being held illegally, as they had been arrested by Beriya. Soviet citizens
demanded immediate release or transfer to free exlle areas. Foreigners demanded
repatriation or transfer to PW camps. Major General Derevyankin as well as -
another high MVD official came to Camp No. 2 and probably other camps to talk
to the prisoners. The result of the strike was a cutting down of the work-day
10, nine hours, the removal of numbers from uniforms, higher pay (see paragraph 7),
and the removal of certain restrictions. In some camps there was violence on
the part of the guards who tried to force the prisoners to go back to work, but
this was not the case at Camp No, 2. The strike was viewed as a great success
for the prisoners.

1 ( (b)(1) |

* (b)(3) NatSecAct

16. b 1

| |Germans were released before the com( (1) o se
their sentences. They were repatriated to Germany by train traveli(R)(3) NatSecAct
circuitous route. -Leaving Vorkuta, the train proceeded through Enta, Ukhta
(N 63~34, E 53-L42), Kotlas (N 61-16, E'L6-35), Voroshilovgrad (N L48-3L, E 39«20),
and then west to Brest-Litovsk (N 52-07, E 23-42). In the early part of the
Journey they traveled on a separate prison train; later, through Brest-Litovsk
and Poland,their car was hitched on to regular passenger trains.

: ‘ b)(1
2iagran of Camp Areal ‘ Ebiﬁ?& NatSecAct

Railroad returns

Camp No. 2
to Vorkuta P 4

Approxi.;pate scale a..'),.nflm-u

Vorkuta
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1) ‘¥heé\Soviet Intelligence Fmgg id exploiting U Um.ted Vathlone
partlcularly US, PWs in China a.nd North Korea. some PWs listed
as missing were in fact turned over to the Soviets by the Chinese and North
Koreans., These PWs will be screened by the Soviets, and those eventually select
will be trained to be illegal residents either in ti,-, "% or in other ccuntries )
where they can live as Americans. (b)(1)
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2. Scme selected PW personnel.will also be used in propaganda work, especially as
radio announcers because there is & shortage of this type of persomnei. {\
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'EXPLANATORY NOTE

Date of Infu.—The date or dates on which, or Letween which, the events described in the
report vecurred or the conditions described existed.

I'tawce Acyuired.—The place where the information was first acquired by a controtled mdi-
vidual. .\ date following in parentheses indicates when the information was acquired.

Source Description.—A deseription of the individual from whom, and, when pertinent, of any
other individual through wiom the information was received.

Souree Evaluation.—An indication of the reliability of a source, expressed either verbally ov
by means of a letter inserted purenthetically in the source deserviption. Reliability includes com-
netence, objectivity, honesty, and other factors likely to affeet the accuracy of the source's reports.
The source evaluation is definitive in the sense that it reflects everything known about the source,
including his previous record of reporting. If the repert was received from one source through
another, ench is evaluated sepurately. The key follows: '

A Completely veliable. B Usually veliable. C: Fairly veliable, D: Not usually reliable.

E: Not veliable (applied to sources of doubtful honesty or lovalty, regardless of their compe-

tence}. F: Relizbility cannot be judged (applied to untested or insufficiently tested sources).

Appraisal of Content.— A tentative opinion by the issuing office as to the probable truth of
the report, expressed cither verbally or by means of a number from 1 through 6. It is based on
immediately available information which may or may not be vomplete, and does not purport to
constitute 1inal evaluation. The key follows:

1: Contirmed by other independent and reliable sources. 2: Probably true. 3: Possibly true.
4: Doubtful. 5: 'robably false. 6: Cannot be judged. Documentary: Based on an original
document which has been seen by a statf member of the issuing office.

The appraisal of content is independent of the source evaluation. A “B” source may submit
a 4" report; and “E” source-miay submit a “1” report. Reliable sources.tend {o produce accurate
reports. and conversely a series of accurate reports tends to establish the reliability of the source,
hut there is no necessary correlation in any particular instance.
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